
MID-AMERICA
COMPETITIVENESS

CONFERENCE 

Conference Program
DON’T MISS THIS TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY TO

LEARN FROM EXPERTS WHO TOUCH PROJECTS! YOU

ARE SURE TO GAIN TIPS AND KNOWLEDGE FROM THIS

YEAR’S PRESENTERS AND PANELISTS IN THE AREAS OF

SITE SELECTION, DEVELOPMENT, DATA CENTERS,

PROJECT INVESTMENT, WORKFORCE, AND MORE!  

December 4-6, 2024
Columbus, Ohio



GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS 

 THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL SPONSORS 



Register online via check OR credit card online by November 22nd!

New member package includes registration for the Full Conference and a discounted Mid-
America EDC membership now through 12/31/2025!

NEW MEMBER PACKAGE – $1100 (EXCLUSIVE OFFER TO NEW MID-AMERICA EDC MEMBERS) 

 The 2024 Mid-America Competitiveness Conference is recognized by
 the International Economic Development Council (IEDC) as a
 professional development event that counts toward recertification.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!

·Full Conference (Weds-Fri) - $850
·Two Days (Weds-Thurs or Thurs-Fri) - $700
·One Day (Weds or Fri) - $275
·Thursday Only - $350

·Full Conference (Weds-Fri) - $1100
·Two Days (Weds-Thurs or Thurs-Fri) - $950
·One Day (Weds or Fri) - $375
·Thursday Only - $450

MID-AMERICA EDC MEMBER NON-MEMBER

CURRENT MEMBER RENEWAL PACKAGE – $1150 – FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 

Renew your Mid-America EDC membership now for 2025 now with your full conference
registration (available with online registration only). 

Policies:

Please register online by November 22nd. Tour registration is available until sold out (please select up to one.) 
Refund requests must be submitted by November 22nd.  
Registrations with payment pending are responsible for full payment if cancellation is received after November 22nd. 
Please be sure to indicate in your registration form any special dietary needs and/or ADA requirements. 
If you are an established Platinum or Gold Sponsor receiving a complimentary registration as a sponsorship
benefit, you may register online. Your sponsorship package contact will be sent an email with a Registration
Code. Once you have the code you can register online by selecting one of the registration options listed as
“SPONSOR”. After you have selected your desired “SPONSOR” registration option, you will then be asked for
the registration code. Once you enter the code you, will then enter your registration information and click
next. You will then be asked to review and confirm your information, if everything is correct select
“Confirm” and your registration will be submitted without any payment due.
2024 Scholarship recipients will receive an email with information regarding registration.

https://maedc5.wildapricot.org/event-5871743


SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
11:30AM-5:00PM REGISTRATION/CHECK IN Union Ballroom Foyer

9:30-11:00AM MID-AMERICA EDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Union Ballroom ABCD12:45-1:00 PM COMPETITIVENESS CONFERENCE WELCOME

Union E Meeting Room

11:30AM-4:00PM VENDOR DISPLAYS Union Ballroom Foyer

1:00-1:45PM ATTRACTION OF A MEGA PROJECT Union Ballroom ABCD

Ohio has been fortunate to land a number of large scale projects in Central Ohio over the last few
years. This panel will provide insight from the local and regional level into the complexities of “landing”
a mega project and follow-on industries. The projects to be discussed include Intel, Sofidel (paper
products), and Honda’s new EV facility. 

Moderator: Jason Kester, Regional Development Director, Agracel, Inc.

Panelists: Matt McQuade, Managing Principal, McQuade Economic Growth Advisors; Ryan
Scribner, Director of Economic Development, The Montrose Group LLC; Jamie Gentry, 
Partner, Enterprise Advisory Group; David Burrows, Executive Vice President of
Engagement, Dayton Development Coalition

2:15-3:00PM MEGA PROJECTS LOCAL IMPACT Union Ballroom ABCD

What happens when the dog finally catches the school bus? Find out as local planners and economic
developers discuss the challenges with traffic and infrastructure planning, workforce, and housing
related to finally landing the “big one.” 

Moderator: Nate Strum, National Co-Lead-Economic Development & Community Planning
Practice, HDR

Panelists: Jim Lenner, Founder & Principal, Neighborhood Strategies; Alexis Fitzsimmons,
Executive Director, GROW Licking County Community Improvement Corporation; Padmini
Roy-Dixon, Economic Development Director and Regional Innovation Officer, MORPC;
Morganne Tenney, Executive Director, Putnam County Development Authority



OFFSITE TOUR OPTIONS

The Franklinton neighborhood to the immediate west of downtown Columbus was left
behind…until now. Local developer Bob Weiler has led most of the major development
projects around Columbus and he’ll detail the redevelopment of the Franklinton
neighborhood. The tour will include stops at the Brass Eye rooftop bar and Land Grant
Brewing. 

FRANKLINTON DEVELOPMENT TOUR>

> COLUMBUS CREW STADIUM/MUNICIPAL POWER & LIGHT
This tour will showcase the new home of the reigning MLS champion Columbus Crew and
mixed use development around the stadium including the Municipal Power and Light
(MPL) building. Once home to the city’s electric generation, MPL now features some of the
most unique design features of any office in Central Ohio.

> RICKENBACKER INTERMODAL
The center point between the Port of Virginia and Chicago, the Rickenbacker Intermodal
opened in 2008 after major upgrades to the NS Heartland Corridor to service double
stacked ocean containers. The wheeled facility with non-stacking and automated
dispatch sees an average truck dwell time less than 20 minutes compared to hours of
queue at other ports.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH - 3:15-6:00PM

8:00-11:00PM - EPIC KARAOKE!
  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! JOIN US AFTER DINNER IN THE FAIRFIELD BALLROOM 
FOR MUSIC, LAUGHTER, AND PURE ENTERTAINMENT! TAKE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
NETWORK WITH YOUR MIDWEST COLLEAGUES AND PUT YOUR TALENT ON DISPLAY 
WITH SOME KARAOKE FUN! (SINGING IS NOT REQUIRED, BUT YOU WILL WANT TO STOP 
BY TO CHECK OUT THE MANY TALENTED MID-AMERICA EDC AMATEUR SINGERS!)   

CLICK HERE TO ORDER YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CUSTOM T-SHIRT BY NOVEMBER 10TH TO WEAR TO KARAOKE!
(T-SHIRTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP AT REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN ONSITE.)

https://maedc.itemorder.com/shop/home/


Join TEDx speaker and Localintel CEO Dave Parsell as he reveals the potential of combining
local knowledge, AI, and data visualizations to create a compelling pitch for your community.
Discover how this innovative approach can make your community stand out to site selectors,
businesses, and top talent, as well as how to effectively utilize this pitch across your website,
social media platforms, and other marketing channels. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:00AM-5:00PM REGISTRATION/CHECK IN Union Ballroom Foyer

8:00AM-5:00PM VENDOR DISPLAYS Union Ballroom Foyer

8:00-9:00AM NETWORKING BREAKFAST Union Ballroom ABCD and Foyer

9:00-10:00AM CRAFTING THE PERFECT PITCH TO SITE SELECTORS,
BUSINESSES AND TALENT Union Ballroom ABCD

10:15-11:30AM THAT'S HOT: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW TO ATTRACT
DATA CENTERS TO YOUR COMMUNITY Union Ballroom ABCD

Data centers have become one of the nation's hottest industries engaged in site location
activities. Siting a data center requires a diverse team of experts to help determine whether a
location is prime for development. When considering ideal locations, several key factors are
considered that will ensure optimal performance, security, and cost-efficiency. Learn from this
panel of experts as they discuss important site location attributes such as proximity to users,
risk mitigation factors, infrastructure and connectivity, regulatory environment, access to
skilled labor, and environmental/site characteristics. Attendees will leave with answers to the
question: Is your community ripe for attracting data centers and is this a sector you want to
pursue? 

Moderator: Jamie Beier-Grant, Principal Professional-Economic Development, Kleinfelder

Panelists:  Gary Thompson, Vice President & Northwest Ohio Director, Regional Growth
Partnership-JobsOhio; Dustin McKen, General Manager, Operations, Black Hills Energy,
Ben Basson, SVP, Business Development, 5C Data Centers

11:30AM-1:00PM NETWORKING LUNCHEON/ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM Union Ballroom ABCD
Join us to congratulate our 2024 Economic Development Award Winners!



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 CONTINUED...

2:30-3:30PM SITE CONSULTANT PANEL DISCUSSION Union Ballroom ABCD

Attend this session to hear about projects and tips from this year’s site consultant panelists, as
well as opportunity for audience Q&A.  Note: Additional panelists may be added prior to the
conference - look for updates in your email inbox!

Moderator: Matt Marshall, Economic Development Administrator, Minnkota Power Cooperative

Panelists:  Michelle Comerford, Industrial & Supply Chain Practice Leader, Biggins Lacy
Shapiro & Co.; Jason Hamman, President and Founder, Hamman Consulting Group; Meegan
Spicer, Director Site Selection and Incentives Advisory Practice, Kroll; Chuck Sexton, Founder
& CEO, Strategic Location Advisors, LLC; Bryan Farlow, Regional Director of Economic
Development & Site Selection, Thomas & Hutton; Jacob Everett, Founder, Corsa Strategies

3:45-5:00PM CONSULTANT ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS Union Ballroom ABCD
Don’t miss this valuable opportunity for three rounds of small group discussions with various
consultants!  Note: Finalized consultants/discussion topics will be released prior to the
conference.  

5:00-6:00PM NETWORKING RECEPTION Union Ballroom Foyer
Join us to wrap up Day 2 of the conference with another networking opportunity with your Mid-
America region colleagues and conference presenters/panelists/consultants!

As nation continues to adjust to higher interest rates, many projects are considering venture
capital as a path forward. This discussion will focus on demystifying venture capital and
understanding how to help your projects find firms that are a good fit as well as talk about
some of the pitfalls to avoid. This is sure to be a lively discussion with venture capital experts
like David Haukass and Gordon Finnegan as well as developers that have utilized venture as a
funding strategy to get projects out of the ground. 

Moderator: Corry Shevlin, CEO, Jamestown/Stutsman Development Corporation

Panelists: Gordon Finnegan, WYVC Managing Director, Equity Portfolio Manager, Wyoming
Business Council; David Haukaas, Advisor, O’Leary Ventures; Mike Otworth, Executive
Chairman, Innventure

1:15-2:15PM DEMYSTIFYING VENTURE CAPITAL Union Ballroom ABCD

6:30-9:00PM ANNUAL CONSULTANTS SOCIAL EVENT Historic Ohio Stadium - “The Horseshoe”
An exclusive, invitation-only networking event for our 2024 gold and platinum sponsors and
this year’s conference consultants/panelists!  Transportation is provided for a 6:15 p.m.
departure.  Details will be emailed to invitees.  



Presenters: Matt Marshall, Mid-America EDC President & Brandon Marshall, Mid-America EDC
1st Vice President/President-Elect

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
8:00-11:00AM REGISTRATION/CHECK IN Union Ballroom Foyer

8:00-11:00AM VENDOR DISPLAYS Union Ballroom Foyer

8:30-9:00AM NETWORKING BREAKFAST Union Ballroom ABCD and Foyer

9:00-9:15AM MID-AMERICA EDC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING Union Ballroom ABCD

9:15-10:30AM INNOVATIVE WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS Union Ballroom ABCD

The evolving landscape of work requires forward-thinking strategies to attract, develop, and
retain talent. This session will focus on innovative workforce solutions that integrate
technology, support diverse needs, and provide industry-specific insights. We will explore tools
like YouScience, which leverages data to align individual aptitudes with career pathways,
ensuring a more personalized approach to workforce development. Additionally, we'll discuss
the critical role of accessible childcare in creating a supportive work environment that enables
employees to thrive. Attendees will also gain insight into an industry-specific solution that
addresses unique workforce challenges, providing a tailored approach to enhance productivity
and engagement. Join us to discover how these innovative solutions can help your organization
build a resilient, adaptive, and future-ready workforce.

Moderator: Amy Donahoe - Director of Workforce Development, Greater Springfield
Partnership

Presenters:  Kaitlyn Tyler - Talent and Education Coordinator, Greater Springfield
Partnership; Victor Joaquin, Talent Program Manager – The Right Place; Courtney Thraen,
Director of Sector Partnerships, ASPRY

10:45-11:45 AM SITE DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGE OF MEGA-PROJECTS Union Ballroom ABCD

You have prospects, but nowhere to put them...come to this session to learn about site
development from an economic development perspective. Nate Gree with the Montrose Group
will discuss the site development process including the entitlement process, economic
development incentives, site control, and the impacts mega projects have on site development.  

Presenter:  Nate Green, Managing Director, Economic Development, Montrose Group, LLC

11:45 AM CONFERENCE CLOSING REMARKS Union Ballroom ABCD



Parking information may be viewed HERE. Please note that those who reserve
in the conference hotel room block receive a 15% discount on self-parking
rates.

To reserve your hotel room at Mid-America EDC’s
online reservation website HERE.

COMPETITIVENESS CONFERENCE
HOST SITE INFORMATION
This year's host site for the Mid-America Competitiveness Conference is the Hyatt
Regency Columbus, located at 350 North High Street, Columbus, OH 43215. 

If you are traveling by air, John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH) is the
recommended destination.  CMH is  approximately 6 miles from the Hyatt Regency
Columbus, with uber/lyft transportation readily available.

A block of hotel rooms for the nights of December 3, 4, 5 & 6
will be held until November 4th. The discounted room rate is
$169 per night for standard rooms.

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SPONSORSHIPS!
SECURE YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT MID-AMERICA EDC AND

TO HIGHLIGHT YOUR ORGANIZATION AT THE CONFERENCE! 

PARKING

https://www.midamericaedc.org/media/userfiles/subsite_134/files/Hyatt%20Regency%20Parking%20Guide.pdf
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/CMHRC/G-MDCC
https://maedc5.wildapricot.org/resources/2024%20Comp%20Conf%20Sponsorship%20Opportunities.pdf

